Entire World Numbed By Shock, 
Gropes For Words Of Tribute 
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By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
The assassination of President 
Kennedy Friday brought forth 
an outpouring of grief from 
men in high office across the 
land. Lament crossed party 
lines and differences. 

Stunned almost into disbelief, 
they called for prayer. 

In the words of Colorado Gov. 
John Love, a Republican the 
President’s death does “not 
call' for words, but for sorrow." 

Former President Harry S. 
Truman in Independence, Mo., 
the unharmed target of an as- 
sassination attempt 13 years 
ago, was too stunned for imme- 
diate comment. 



MOSCOW (AP) — A group of 
Russians standing in the snow at 
a Gorky Street 'bus stop reacted 
with stunned disbelief, dismay 
and concern for the future today 
at the news of President Ken- 
nedy’s assassination. 

The Russians’ immediate re- 
sponse was, “My God, that 
can’t be. How is it possible?" 
when approached 'by an Ameri- 
( Continued on Page 13) 



By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Word of President Kennedy’s 
assassination struck the world’s 
capitals with shattering impact, 
leaving heads of state and the 
man in the street stunned and 
grief-stricken. 

While messages of condolence 
poured into the White House 
from presidents, premiers and 
crowned heads, the little people 
(Continued on Page 13) 



In New York, two former 
presidents, Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower and Herbert Hoover, is- 
sued statements of sorrow. 

“I share the sense of shock 
and dismay that all Americans 
feel at the despicable act that 
resulted in the death of our na- 
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tion’s president,” Eisenhower 
said. 

Hoover commented: “He 
loved America and has given 
his .life .for his country. 1 join 
our -bereaved nation in heartfelt 
sympathy to Mrs. Kennedy and 
their two, children.” 
yMagh.were 'lowered to half- 
staff across- the nation and bus- 
iness _ came to a standstill a? 
Americans tried to express their 
grief. '■ 

Former. Vice President Rich- 
ard M Nixon, v?ho lost the pres- 
idency to . Kennedy, said: “The 
assassination of the President is 
a terrible tragedy for the na- 
tion. Mrs. Nixon and I have 
sent a personal message ex- 
pressing our deepest sympathy 
to the members of the family 
in this hour of sorrow.” 
‘Shocking And Terrible’ 

New York’s Gov. Nelson A. 
Rockefeller, candidate for the 
Republican nomination for pres- 
ident, described the death of the 
. man he had hoped to oppose as 
“a shocking and terrible trage- 
dy for the nation and the 
world.” 

Rockefeller canceled a cam- 
paign trip to New Hampshire 
and said, “May God grant 
strength and guidance to Lyn- 
don Johnson as he assumes his 
grave responsibilities under 
these tragic circumstances. The 
pxayers of all of us will be with 
him.” 

, Sen. ; Barry Goldwater, R- 
Ariz., a personal friend of Ken- 
nedy despite their divergent po- 
litical views, said: “It is both 
shocking and dreadful that a 
thing .like this could happen in 
a free country. The President’s 
death is, a profound loss to the 
nation and the free world.” 

' From two Southern gover- 
nors who bitterly opposed the 
President on civil rights came 
expressibns of shock and' dis- 
fnay. 

‘Universal Malice’ 

Alabama Gov. George Wallace 
said the assassin “must be filled 
with universal malice toward 
all.” 

He added: “It is hard to be- 
lieve that anyone would shoot 
at the President of the United 
States. It is the same as if (hey 
had shot at you and me.” 

Gov. Ross Barnett of Missis- 
sippi sent a telegram to Mrs. 
Kennedy: “I am profoundly 

shocked and deeply distressed 
at the _ cowardly act which re- 
sulted in the death of President 
Kennedy. I extend my deepest 
and most sincere sympathy to 
you. , and '.your children. May 
God coftiforti -and sustain you in 



ident like the President, Lodge 
frequently had opposed Kennedy 
in political warfare, 

“I was very fond of him- and 
knew him intimately. Lately we 
have been particularly close be- 
cause he followed — no not fol- 
lowed but guided — America’s 
foreign policy,” Lodge said. 

In Rome, Francis . Cardinal 
Spellman of New York de- 
scribed himself as “deeply 
grieved and shocked” by the 
death of America’s first Roman 
Catholic president. “My prayers 
are now for President Kenne- 
dy,” he said. The Vatican said 
Pope Paul VI prayed for the 
President’s' soul. 

Business, Labor Join 
Top business executives and 
labor leaders shared a common 
grief. 

Roger Blough, board chair- 
man of U.S. Steel who was in- 
volved in a celebrated show- 
down with Kennedy about indus- 
try prices, said: “It is unthink- 
able to me that such a thing can 
happen in America in these 
days. I am shocked and deeply 
grieved.” 

David J. McDonald, president 
of the United Steelworkers, 
commented: “During his inau- 
gural address, he said that we 
should not ask our country what 
it could do for us, but rather 
that we should consider what we 
could do. for our country. 

“He did the ultimate. He sac- 
rificed his life,” 

A. Philip Randolph, Negro 
president of the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters and a lead- 
er in the civil rights fight, said: 
“One hundred years ago the 
Emancipator, Abraham Lincoln, 
was struck down by an assas- 
sin’s bullet. He had just then 
finished the first emancipation 
of black slaves. 

“Today, President John F. 
Kennedy, who was the second 
emancipator of black people 
from the serfdom of racial seg- 
regation, has been struck down 
by an assassin’s bullet. Negroes 
face a challenge to rededicate 
their lives to complete the un- 
finished business of American 
democracy for which two presi- 
dents have died.” 

Americans found it hard to be- 
lieve that an assassination could 
occur in their land, even though 
two recent presidents, Truman 
in 1950 and Franklin D. Roose- 
velt in 1933, had been targets of 
attempts. 

"This evil deed is medieval in 
its horror,” said Rep. Charles 
Mathias, R-Md. “Assassination 
is the most outlawed and out- 
lived means of terminating mor- 
tal power. That it has been em- 
ployed against President Kenne- 
dy is a reproach to our civiliza- 
tion.” 



your, igreat, 'loss,',’ >; ■.«, 

California Gov. Edmund G. 
Brown sobbed as he said: "One 
of the great American presi- 
dents has died. His death is the 
furtherest sacrifice this man 
has made to peace and 'under- 
standing in the world.” . 

New York City Mayor Robert 
F. Wagner commented: “Presi- 
dent Kennedy has joined the 
company of the martyrs. Hate 
has reaped its harvest. Now we 
must not leave undone any of 
the great works he was doing, 
and doing so valorously, so 
eagerly, so brilliantly.” 

U.S. Ambassador to South 
Viet Nam Henry Cabot Lodge, 
en route to confer with the 
President, groped for words to 
express himself in San 
Francisco. A Massachusetts res- 
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of many lands reacted with 
numbed disbelief. 

Pubs in London and cafes in 
Paris fell silent, as the news 
came over radio and television. 

In Moscow, a Russian girl 
walked weeping along the 
street. At U.N. headquarters in 
New York, delegates of 111 na- 
tions bowed their heads in a 
moment of silence. 

In Buenos Aires, newspapers 
sounded sirens reserved ■ for 
news of the utmost gravity. 

Britain’s Prime' Minister 
Douglas-Home sent condolences 
and Sir Winston Churchill 
branded the slaying a mon- 
strous act. 

“The loss to the United States 
and to the world is incalcula- 
ble,’' Sir Winston declared. 
“Those who come after Mr. 
Kennedy must strive the more 
to achieve 'the - ideals of world 
peace -and human - happiness and 
dignity to which his presidency 
was dedicated;” 

Douglas-Home Issued- this 
terse statement: “The prime 

minister has learned with the 
most profound shock and horror 
of the death by assassination of 
the President of the United 
States.” 

A tribute also, came from 
Harold Wilson, leader of Brit- 
ain’s Labor party. 

“I pay tribute to one who has 
been a good friend of this coun- 
try, a great world statesman 
and a great fighter for peace,” 
Wilson said. 

De Gaulle . Tribute 

France’s President Charles de 
Gaulle, issued . a . brief tribute: 
“President Kennedy' died like a 



soldier,' under fire, for his ' duty 
and in the service of his coun- 
try.' In the name of the French 
people, a friend always of the 
American people, I salute this 
great example and this great 
memory.” 

Canada’s House, of Commons 
listened in silence as Prime 
Minister Lester B; Pearson an- 
nounced in a voice choked with 
emotion: “I have just been in- 
formed that President Kennedy 
is dead.” 

Pope Prays For Victim 
Pope Paul VI, who kept vigil 
at his Vatican quartets from the 
time he heard the first news of 
the attack, prayed, for the Pres- 
ident’s soul when Word of the 
end came. New York’s Francis 
Cardinal Spellman,' in Rome for 
the Ecumenical Council, said he 
was deeply grieved. 

Secretary-General U Thant 
learned of the assassination 
while ‘lunching outside U.N. 
headquarters with former Pres- 
ident Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

After news of the President's 
death Thant sent a personal 
message of condolence to Mrs. 
Kennedy. 

Adlai E. Stevenson, chief U.S. 
delegate at the s United Nations 
said that the tragedy was “be- 
yond instant comprehension.” 
“All of us who knew him will 
bear the grief . of his death to 
the day of ours,” said Steven- 
son. “And all men everywhere 
who love peace and justice and 
freedom will bow their heads.” 
U.N. delegates clustered near 
radios and jammed the offices 
of the news services to get the 
latest word on the President’s 
death. Many diplomats had 
tears in their eyes as -they 
trooped into the assembly hall 
for a minute of silent tribute. 

People stood outside the head- 
quarters building ' watching 
mutely as the flags of 111 na- 
tions were struck and the U.N. 
banner lowered to half-staff. 




